
For unto us a child is Born
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Third Sunday of Advent-Joy
December 17, 2023

It is not the Joy that makes us Grateful. It is Gratitude that makes us Joyful.

Prelude Odessa Bulgar OPRF Ensemble

Advent Candle Lighting Candace Enockson & Karen Lease

Joy is not a commodity that can be bought or sold, but lives deep in
the human spirit. Help us to hear that truth and believe it. Let go of
what our consumer culture says will bring us happiness – money,
success, a scramble to the top that leaves us flat. If we have robbed
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others of what they need in our clamor and quest for more than our
fair share, forgive us. Help us hear the call of John the Baptist to turn
around and begin again. God of love, we were made in joy. May we
live that way.

We light a candle for joy. May it light the way.

Greeting Maureen Deahl

*Call to Worship Maureen Deahl

Holy God of Joy,
We rejoice in the reality of who you are

We live within the joy of your love for us.
Our contentment comes and goes.
Our happiness ebbs and flows.
Our feelings depend upon our circumstances,
our physical health, our brain chemistry.

But our Joy is deeply rooted in our identity as your beloved children

Anthem Joy Maddox

Mary and Joseph begin their journey Matt & Diana Sorber

Narrators: Ann Horton and Sheri Ambrose Donkey Hannah Kregor

Opening Hymn Oh Little Town of Bethlehem (stzs 1-3) p. 6

No Room in the Inn Innkeeper: Russ Sorber

Congregation chants: No Room! No Room!

Innkeeper

Congregation chants: What about the stable?

The Birth of Jesus

Congregation chants: Let God's Love Shine! Let God's Love Shine!

Solo Who Could of Imagine a King Marcella Richardson
Michael Horton

Musical Interlude

The Animals Stable Animals

Solo Infant Holy Infant Lowly Rose DiPietro
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Narrators: Samantha & Kiara Behensky

Hymn Angels, from the Realms of Glory (stzs. 1 & 2) p. 7

Angels Appear Gabriel & Multitude of Angels

Narrators: Lee & Natalia Capps

Gabriel

Congregation chants: Go to the manger! Go to the Manger!

Hymn While Shepherds Watched their Flocks (stzs. 1-4) p. 8

Shepherds and their Flocks Shepherds

Narrators: Joycelin and Bianca Fowler

Prayer for the Offering Maureen Deahl

Offertory Response Angels We have Heard on High (stz. 4) p.9

Hymn We Three Kings (stzs. 1, 2 & 5) p. 10

Wise Persons and the Star Band of Kings

Narrators: Leslie Sutphen & Lydia Lanning

Wise Person

Congregation chants: I am the way, the truth, and the life.

The Story has begun

Narrators: Shannon and Katherine Obed

Announcements Maureen Deahl

Closing Hymn Joy to the World p. 11
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Today’s pageant participants are:

Narrators: Sheri Ambrose, Ann Horton, Leslie Sutphen , Lydia Lanning,
Lee Capps, Natalia Capps, Samantha Behensky, Kiara Behensky,
Joycelin Fowler, Bianca Fowler, Shannon Obed, and
Katherine Obed

Innkeeper Russ Sorber
Mary Diana Jaimes Sorber
Joseph Matthew Sorber
Lead Donkey Hannah Kregor
Kings Nancy Miller

Thomas Guerriero
Matthew Lee
Kyle Kent
Tony Carlos Perez
Gwen Ingram
Sebastian Capps
Tayvon Kumis

Gabriel: Anna Moroni
Angels: Carter Behensky, Camille Behensky, Frankie Moroni, Mimi Kumis,

Greta, Layla Pandy
Stable Animals: Jonah Kryger, Joe Moroni,Elise Bailey, Vera Bailey, Keira Obed,

Peter Schnipke, Everett Schnipke,
Shepherds: Matthew Arnold, Elijah Kryger, Jude Knapp, James Niksch,

Charlie Niksch
OPRF Ensemble: Will Fouste, Sarah Giannotti, Max Vanapause,

Charlie Peterson, Katherine Obed
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Announcements

Christmas Eve Worship
Sunday, December 24, 5:00 PM
All are welcome to join us for a candlelight service of lessons and carols as we welcome the
start of Christmas with joy and singing!

Christmas Fund Special Offering Accepted
Sunday, December 24, 2023, 5:00 PM
Pilgrim supports the work of the wider UCC—the Illinois Conference and National Setting
through two ways. First, we directly support the conference through our benevolence budget.
Second, we support the national setting through special offerings intended to cover specific
programmatic needs. At the Christmas Eve service we have the opportunity to give to The
Christmas Fund, which supplements pensions for those pastors and lay church employees
whose ministries have typically been in smaller, often financially struggling congregations.
These supplements offer help with food, medical care, and other living expenses. You can
donate to the Christmas Offering online, on the tithe.ly app. or by depositing a check with
Christmas Offering on the subject line.

Friday Bible Study
Beginning Friday, January 5, 2024, we will resume our weekly noon Bible study with The
Letter of Paul to the Romans. The resource we will use is Romans: 18 Studies for Individuals
and Groups by N.T. Wright. (available from many sources - this link it to Thriftbooks). Our
study will be divided into two 8 week sessions: Part I - January 5th - March 1st. Part 2 -
April 5th - May 31st.
We will meet from 12:00-1:00 pm, via Zoom. If you are interested in joining us, please email
me by January 1st and I will send you the Zoom link., Gloria Cox - revgcox@gmail.com. All
are welcome!

MIGRANT ASSISTANCE
Community of Congregations has established a Migrant Response Portal through which
community members can volunteer their time, expertise and donate money and supplies to
support our new neighbors. To volunteer time and talent; or donate, click here:
https://www.communityofcongregations.org/migrant-crisis/
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https://www.thriftbooks.com/w/for-everyone-bible-study-guides-romans_tom-----wright_patty-pell/342489/item/3856739/?mkwid=%7cdc&pcrid=77447028765180&pkw=&pmt=be&slid=&product=3856739&plc=&pgrid=1239149900900141&ptaid=pla-4581046492312221&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Shopping+-+High+Vol+Frontlist+-+Under+%2410&utm_term=&utm_content=%7cdc%7cpcrid%7c77447028765180%7cpkw%7c%7cpmt%7cbe%7cproduct%7c3856739%7cslid%7c%7cpgrid%7c1239149900900141%7cptaid%7cpla-4581046492312221%7c&msclkid=9e1020b7af481bd913ce45d361ee3298#idiq=3856739&edition=5493708
https://www.thriftbooks.com/w/for-everyone-bible-study-guides-romans_tom-----wright_patty-pell/342489/item/3856739/?mkwid=%7cdc&pcrid=77447028765180&pkw=&pmt=be&slid=&product=3856739&plc=&pgrid=1239149900900141&ptaid=pla-4581046492312221&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Shopping+-+High+Vol+Frontlist+-+Under+%2410&utm_term=&utm_content=%7cdc%7cpcrid%7c77447028765180%7cpkw%7c%7cpmt%7cbe%7cproduct%7c3856739%7cslid%7c%7cpgrid%7c1239149900900141%7cptaid%7cpla-4581046492312221%7c&msclkid=9e1020b7af481bd913ce45d361ee3298#idiq=3856739&edition=5493708
https://www.communityofcongregations.org/migrant-crisis/
https://www.communityofcongregations.org/migrant-crisis/


Pilgrim Congregational Church
460 Lake St
Oak Park, IL
708-848-5860

www.pilgrimoakpark.org

The Reverend Colin Knapp
colin.knapp@pilgrimoakpark.org

Senior Pastor

Joan Hutchinson
joan.hutchinson@pilgrimoakpark.org

Minister of Music

Wilbert O. Watkins
wilbert.o.watkins@pilgrimoakpark.org

Chancel Choir Director

Maureen Deahl
maureen.deahl@pilgrimoakpark.org
Director of Christian Education

Joycelin Fowler
office@pilgrimoakpark.org

Office Manager

Bill Kent
bookkeeper@pilgrimoakpark.org

Financial Coordinator

Sarah Olson
moderator@pilgrimoakpark.org

Moderator

Ministers:
All of Us
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